
‘Trails of Showing Sculpture in Park’ 
The Brooklyn Phoenix, October 1988 
 
On the Lullwater’s northern bank stand two bare pedestals and the third lone survivor of 
Deborah Masters’ “Three Pond Virgins,” an ambitious series of classical figures inspired 
by Hadrian’s Villa near Rome. Masters says she wanted to relate the classical figures to 
the landscape, including the Italian-style Boathouse, and to make time go away a bit.” “It 
was a wonderful piece to make, and the most successful installation I’ve ever done; 
people really loved them,” she says. 

 
ALMOST FELL INTO POND 
Masters set up the plaster molds on the site, and poured the bases on the spot. The figures 
were poured nearby, and the Brooklyn Forestry Division of the Parks Department helped 
out with the precision lifting for the installation when the exhibit opened in June.  
“I almost fell into the pond, removing the molds,” she laughs, recalling the set-up 
process. The piece was eventually vandalized, two of the virgins knocked off their 
pedestals and tossed into the pond. Now, only one remains. “It was pretty well-
integrated,” she says of the tri-part piece, concluding, “but it was a dangerous piece to 
make here” because of the vulnerability of the figures. 
“Step One” has been plagued by vandalism right from the start, with problems ranging 
from graffiti to outright destruction and theft. “I designed these so they couldn’t be 
pushed over,” says Masters, tapping gently on the one remaining Virgin; the statue itself 
rests on a sturdy, ornamented column atop a poured concrete base. “But they must have 
had a sledge-hammer,” she adds ruefully. The sculpture cost a few thousand dollars just 
to make, she says, but it is the emotional loss that is most damaging.  
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