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THREE SISTERS
AND A ROSE GARDEN I

L arger-than-tite femole figures by Deborah Masters (Visiting Professor of Sculpture, Spring and Fall 1990), have
been shown ot the Whitney Museum, New York, Maosters' travels in Mexico, Greece, and Naly brought her in contact
with momumental sceiptures that served af insplrations for her art. Below, Masters discusies a figural group she s
ereabing for our campus,

Before | leave Chico In December of 1990, | will complete work on three monumental female fgures for the
triangular lawn between Trindty Hall and the Rose Carden. Oviginally, this was to be a plece about isolation
from the larger world—three strong-backed women huddled together with thelr backs to viewers. The
women with massive backs in Glotta's Lomentation had ahways reminded me of the strength peaple get from
each other in times of need—although such bonding sometimes seams alien to aur society. Perhaps | also had
in mind the plight of older artlsts, past forty and still struggliing, without money or secarity, and how when
artists can bond together they may find the strength to go on.

My ideas for this plece have evolved In response to the open quality of the Chico environment. Mow, |
will have the women face the rose garden—I"ve always loved roses. Although still Introspective, these are
women who can also look out on the world, and each conveys a sense of belng happy within hersalf.

KIM COUCHOT, an advanced sculpture student and my assistant for this plece, has been a great help.
She's done the molds herself, and has been much more patlent with the tme-consuming process than |
usually am.

| lowe the site, with the weathered brick of Trinfty Hall as a backdrop, a wonderful plum Iree, and the
nearby rose garden. Sometimes | set up a plece of heavily-lextured wooad on the site, sit on the grass, and
watch the effect of the changing light. When | develop the pleces Indoors, using a stable light source, | have
to remind myself how much the sculpiures will change throughout the day when sited outdoors, and how
different they will look by summer and by winter angles of the sun.

| hope people who pass by will stop and “lose™ themselves a while Im miy plece. The large scale of the
women and their long robes make them appear to be coming from past ages. | also hope people will notice
the roses more because the women will be gazing at the garden.

Dehorah Mamet, ane of The e Sisters
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