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Muralisi Deborah Masters says sbe simply fargol to
paint # loincloth on her depiction of Jesus om the cross.
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Missing
Cloth’s No
Cover-Up

By Pete Bowles
STAFF WRITER

Daborah Masters, whose depiction of a ouwde,
crucified Christ causod a brief sontroversy at
Kennedy Airport, said yesterday that she had aoc-
dentally left off the figure's loincloth.

“My original intention was to have it covered,”
snid Masters, who quickly added the loincloth on
learning of her mistake. “I didn't know | had left
off thie covering, and it kind of shocked me. | went
in the next morning and painted it over.”

Masters said her correction had nothing to do
with Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's criticisms of exhib-
ita at the Broosklyn Mussum of Art and his cre-
ation of o decency panel.

“There ts a chilling effect on artists in the city
now,” she enid, “But not in this instance.”

Masters ndded the loincloth after learning that
a construction worker who installed the panels
had complained about the mode Christ, "He is reli-
gious and so am [," she said.

Mosters said the 18-inch-tall figure of Christ is
only a small part of 8 massive, 28-panel mural to
be unveiled om My 24 at the official opening of n
new $1.4 billion international arrivals terminal at
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i privately funded praject. =gt
was on the fifth panel | made. After each panol
was painted, it was wrapped and stored. [ hadn't
seen it since it was Ry

The 320-fool-long mural s made up of street
acenes Masters obsarved around the oty and in-
clodes relipious ftems such as & statoe of Mary,

*1 just ueed what 1 sew,” Masters said.
“MChrist the cracifix is always covered, and

that wasa't & problem to me,”
ty e ofll el

-




